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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 edition. Excerpt: .of Melton s episcopate, and that the work then stood still for
the fourteen years, after which the west end, as we have already seen, was taken in hand about two years
before Melton s death in 1340. The lower story of the western towers, and the central door, although
geometrical in their tracery, are in many respects in an advanced style to the rest of the nave, they were
probably begun after the latter was finished and roofed, this will place their date at the beginning of Melton s
pontificate. The nave, and indeed the whole church in its highest parts, is covered with a wooden vault, made in
the form of a stone ribbed vault, with bosses, probably on account of the great span of the central aisle which
alarmed the masons. The side aisles are vaulted with stone . Vaults however, whether of wood or stone, being
beneath the actual roof, were not necessarily set about immediately after the building was in other respects
completed, and covered in for use, but admitted of being postponed indefinitely, and indeed we often find cases
in which, although prepared for, they never were added. It is not therefore surprising to find that in 1354, fifteen
years after the time which | have assigned for the completion of the nave, the wooden vault was in progress,
which is proved by a letter from the chapter to the archbishop, (vide Browne, p. 133,) requesting permission...
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