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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the Author s Introductory: THE importance of a thorough and
systematic investigation of our Gaelic dialects was urged by Professor Mackinnon in a paper read before the
Gaelic Society of Inverness exactly twenty years ago. Before that time there were scattered remarks on
dialectical peculiarities in grammars and dictionaries and other publications, and a recognition of two or, on
the part of some authorities, of three main dialects. The Rev. John Forbes in his grammar tries to distinguish
three dialects-a Northern, an Interior, and a Southern. Mr. James Munro, whose grammar contains not a few
accurate observations of peculiarities and variations, distinguishes on occasion the mid Highlands from Ross
and Sutherland, but, in general, classing the mid Highlands and the far north together, he recognises but the
two divisions of North Highland and West Highland. Mr. Neil MacAlpine, from whose dictionary most of the
peculiarities of Islay and mid Argyll dialect can be gathered, recognises in practice, if he does not formally state,
the twofold division. The division into three dialects, in effect, is a division into Northern and Southern (or
Western) Gaelic, with a further division of the former into two sub-dialects. The differences upon which the sub-
division has been based are not on a par with the broad distinctions between Southern and Northern Gaelic. An
equally good case could be made out for sub-dividing Southern Gaelic which has in Arran, Kintyre, and Islay
Irish and Manx affinities not found further north. Nothing is gained by going beyond two divisions and stopping
at three. The division into two main dialects is clear, familiar, and useful, while, as Professor Mackinnon holds in
the paper referred to, On...
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