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Excerpt: .buildings in polychrome, which started one of those acrimonious disputes that in the past so
frequently galvanized the archeological world. In 1876 the great temples of Zeus at Olympia, together with their
treasuries, were discovered, furnishing definite clues from which the Greek system of architectural polychrome
was gradually reconstructed and the correct location of certain doubtful items definitely settled. One of these,
the polychrome faience revetments, which Hittorff has attributed to the ceiling, were found to belong to the
cornice and corona. COLOR APPLICATION. The processes of color application were three in number: (1) By the
fresco method of painting on wet stucco. The Greeks made a very tenacious stucco with which they faced the
stone in those districts where the stone was of an inferior grade. It was fine in texture, and detail of great
delicacy was painted on it. Where the color mass was free from decoration the stain was mixed with the stucco
itself. (2) By the encaustic process, which was employed for painting on marble. The pigment was mixed with
melted wax, which, when liquid, was used for painting; when it had set, hot irons were applied to the painted
surface, which caused the colored wax to penetrate the marble. (3) By the execution of certain structural items
in polychrome faience, such as the highly decorated cornice and corona moldings, antefixae, gargoyles and
ornamental roof tiles. The manner in which the use of faience for revetments and moldings was established is
characteristic of the inductive methods...
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