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the HUBZone program, it concerns me gravely that we continue to water down the strength of the 8 ( a )
program by layering and prioritizing other programs in its stead. The HUBZone program is a resource-intense
program to administer that requires constant monitoring in order to ensure compliance. The continued drain
on the SBAs resources is hurting the 8 ( a ) program. We have already experienced considerable dropsin 8 ( a)
procurement dollars since 1995 despite the fact that federal pro-curement dollars have increased steadily since
that time. The HUBZone program preferences certain types of businesses and is most appropriate for certain
NAICS codes. We need to look at the pay grades and more closely scrutinize the variables that lead to
community development. It is critical to analyze the types of jobs that are HUBZone business is offering and the
true impact of that businesss employment in a HUBZone community. The 8 ( a ) program is critical to the
development and survival of small minority-owned businesses. Our economy needs us and com-panies like to
be successful. We, in turn, need you to support the program and strengthen its objectives. We need to
streamline the process of certification and governance. We need to eliminate caps that weaken a business
owners financial viability. And we need to more carefully consider the negative impact of other programs such
as the HUBZone program that they are having in the...
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