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Servicel Summary: As the Cold War followed on the heels of the Second World War, as the Nuremburg Trials
faded in the shadow of the Iron Curtain, both the Germans and te West were quick to accpt the idea that Hitler's
army had been no SS, no Gestapo, that it was a professional force little touched by Nazi politics. But in this
compelling account Omer Bartov reveals a very different history, as he probes the experience of the average
soldier to show just how thoroughly Nazi ideology permeated the army. In Hitler's Army, Bartov focuses on the
titanic struggle between Germany and the Soviet Union--where the vast majority of German troops fought--to
show how the savagery of war reshaped the army in Hitler's image. Both brutalized and brutalizing, these
soldiers needed to see their bitter sacrifices as noble patriotism and to justify their own atrocities by seeing their
victims as subhuman. In the unprecedented ferocity and catastrophic losses of the Eastrn front, he writes,
soldiers embraced the idea that the war was a defense of civilization against Jewish/Bolshevik barbarism, a
war of racial survival to be waged at all costs. Bartov descibes the incredible scale and destruction of the
invasion of Russia in horrific detail. Even in the first months--often depicted as a time of easy victories--
undermanned and ill-equipped Geman units were stretched to the breaking point by vast distances and bitter
Soviet resistance. Facing scarce supplies and enormous casualties, the average soldier sank to ta a primitive
level of existence, re-experiencing the trench warfare of World War | under the most extreme weather
conditions imaginable; the fighting itself was savage, and massacrs of prisoners were common. Troops looted
food and supplies from civilians...
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