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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Toxoplasmosis is caused by the
protozoan parasite Toxoplasma gondii. In the United States it is estimated that 22.5 of the population 12 years
and older have been infected with Toxoplasma. In various places throughout the world, it has been shown that
up to 95 of some populations have been infected with Toxoplasma. Infection is often highest in areas of the
world that have hot, humid climates and lower altitudes. Toxoplasmosis occurs from eating improperly cooked
lamb, mutton, pork, goat or beef, or from drinking unpasteurized milk contaminated with Toxoplasma gondii.
Toxoplasma gondii can also be transmitted by handling contaminated animals, raw meat or having contact
with food such as raw or under cooked pork or beef, water, or dirt. Direct contamination is possible through
open wounds. If people do not wash their hands after contact with contaminated material or before eating or
drinking, the organism is transferred from the hands to the mouth and is then swallowed. Toxoplasma gondii
has been found in the kidneys, bladder and intestine of infected humans. Infection from blood transfusions and
organ transplants from infected donors is rare, but it has been reported. In the human host, the parasites form
tissue cysts, most commonly in skeletal muscle, myocardium, brain, and eyes. These cysts may remain
throughout the life of the host. Diagnosis is usually achieved by serology, although tissue cysts may be observed
in stained biopsy specimens. Two or three weeks after the first infection, the Toxoplasma microorganism
divides more slowly and a protective membrane forms around the parasite cells. The tissue cysts are formed
primarily in brain, eye, heart muscle, and skeletal muscle. Bradyzoites persist in tissues for many...
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