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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the intro: The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs were written in
Hebrew in the later years of John Hyrcanus-in all probability a er his final victory over the Syrian power and
before his breach with the Pharisees-in other words, between 109 and 106. Their author was a Pharisee who
combined loyalty to the best traditions of his party with the most unbounded admiration of Hyrcanus. The
Maccabean dynasty had now reached the zenith of its prosperity, and in its reigning representative, who alone
in the history of Judaism possessed the triple o ices of prophet, priest, and king, the Pharisaic party had come
to recognise the actual Messiah. Won over by the purity of life, nobility of character, and pre-eminent gi s of
the Maccabees as high priests, civil rulers, and military commanders, the Chasids, or early Pharisees, had some
decades earlier attached themselves to this new high-priesthood, though with many a misgiving on account of
the break in the high-priestly succession. The approval thus won from the reluctant Chasids, the Maccabees had
deepened and strengthened by their achievements every year in every province of their activity, till the thought
was begotten in many a breast, that at last the hope of Israel had come, and, in defiance of all ancient
prophecy, was sprung from the house and lineage of Levi. There are good grounds for regarding Psalm ex. as
the outcome of such an expectation, and as greeting one of the Maccabees as the long-expected deliverer of
Israel. But, however this may be, there is no doubt that our author addresses two or more Messianic hymns to
John Hyrcanus, in whom had culminated all the glories and gifts of...
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