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indexed. Not illustrated. 1804 Excerpt: .determine, with regard to the number of useful artificers, who must have
been employed, during the latter period, more than in the former, in building and repairing our ships. It is
husbandry, then, and manufactures, commerce, and navigation, which every where, in later ages, employ, and
maintain, the great body of the people. Now, the labour demanded, during the present reign, to carry forward
the national bufi There is reason to believe, however, that the above enumeration did not contain the sailors of
the port of London. ness, ness, agricultural and commercial, could not, by any possibility, have been
performed, by the inferior numbers of the industrious classes, who doubtless existed, in the reign of King
William. And from the foregoing reasonings, and facts, we may certainly conclude, with one of the ablest
writers of any age, on political ceconomy: The liberal reward of labour, as it is the e ect of increasing wealth,
so it is the cause of increasing population: To complain of it high wages is to lament over the necessary e ect
and cause of the greatest public prosperity. It is absurd, then, to argue, that as employments increase,
population diminishes; that as hands are wanted, fewer hands should be found; and that as greater comforts
are conferred on mankind, the natural propensity of man to multiply, and to people the earth, should become
less powerful, in its genial energies. In calculating the numbers of people, we must attentively consider the state
of society,...
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