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exposures to hazards. This is of particular concern for certain
occupational groups that are exposed to such hazardous
substances over many years at much higher concentrations
than the general population. It is well-documented that
exposure to some chemical substances and to radiation at
high doses causes cancer and genetic mutations ( changes in
genetic information ). Not all mutations, however, cause
disease ( figure 1-4 ). The relationships be-tween genes,
mutations, and disease are becoming clearer with the
development of molecular tech-niques. However, until the
health effects of radia-Photo credit: U. S. Council for Energy
Awareness tion and chemical exposures are better under-
stood, genetic and biological monitoring of ex-A Nuclear
Power Worker: Controversy continues regarding the
carcinogenic effects of...
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