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illustrated. 1894 Excerpt: . . . the Puritans for ever. Charles did not interfere, as he wished the Puritans to feel
that Parliament would not spare them, and that their only hope lay in his indulgence. The new Parliament,
therefore, which met in 1661, passed a series of persecuting statutes. I. The Act of Uniformity, 1661, required
every clergyman, fellow of a college, or schoolmaster to accept everything contained in the Book of Common
Prayer. Under this Act two thousand clergymen lost their livings. II. The Corporation Act, 66, compelled all
persons holding oHice in corporate towns (where the Puritans were most numerous) to renounce the Covenant,
to receive the sacrament according to the rites of the Church of England, and to declare upon oath that they
considered resistance to the king wicked under any circumstances. III. The Conventicle Act, 1664, forbade, under
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