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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Glaucoma is a progressive optic neuropathy that results in structural
changes in the optic nerve head and visual field defects that may lead to severe visual impairment or blindness.
Glaucoma may arise secondary to other causes such as trauma, steroid therapy, or inflammatory processes
such as uveitis. Most cases of glaucoma, however, have no identifiable etiology and are termed primary
glaucoma. Glaucoma is also classified as either open-angle glaucoma, in which the angle between the cornea
and the pupil is normal, or closed-angle glaucoma, in which this angle is narrowed. Primary open-angle
glaucoma (POAG) is the most prevalent type in the U.S. population. The pathogenesis of optic nerve damage in
POAG is not well understood, but is likely multifactorial. The primary risk factor for development of POAG is an
increase of intraocular pressure (IOP) above 21 mm Hg, which is considered to be the upper limit of normal for
IOP. In population studies, increasing IOP is associated with an increased prevalence of POAG. Increased IOP
was once considered a defining feature of POAG. However, a significant proportion (25-50 ) of individuals with
primary glaucomatous optic disc changes and visual field deficits have normal IOP measurements, a condition
known as normal tension glaucoma (NTG). As a result, increased IOP is no longer considered to be part of the
definition of POAG. Race is also an important risk factor for POAG. The incidence and prevalence of POAG also
increase with age. Family history is also an important risk factor, indicating that glaucoma is partly
attributable to genetic factors. For example, there is an approximately four-fold increase in risk of POAG in
siblings of patients with glaucoma. Additional risk factors may...
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